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II'T reforms leave problems
of vacant seats unaddressed

Akshaya Mukul | Tnn

New Delhi: The reforms initiated by the
Joint Admission Board (JAB) of IIT for the
prestigious Joint Entrance Examination
(JEE) have glossed over a couple of key is-
sues. Many seats remain vacant and some
students are denied a second attempt to ap-
pear in JEE sincetheydeposited apartofthe
admission fee, but did not join as the course
offered was not of their choice.

Another reason for seats remaining va-

Pioneer ND 27-Nov-11

cant are some students discontinuing after
takingadmission.IITs partly addressed this
in 2009-10 by intrcducing a second round of
admissions for these vacant seats, yet many
arestill lying vacant. ITTs do not publish da-
taregarding filled and vacant seats. This re-
sulted ina severe indictmentof the policyin
April by the Andhra Pradesh HC.

IITs started a third round of admissions
this year, but still a policy has not evolved to
fill seats that remain vacant after a student
optsout, despite paying a partial fee.

p-9

A rich haul for Indian students at Rhodes scholarship

S RAJAGOPALAN B
WASHINGTON

In what appears to be a rich
haul for students of Indian
stock, the highly-acclaimed
Rhodes Scholarships pro-
gramme has selected five
Indians and five Indian
Americans for its class of 2012,

They are among 83 stu-
dents chosen from about 20
participating countries across
the world for the post-gradu-
ate scholarships to study at
Oxford University, with each
scholarship averaging about
$50,000 a year.

The five students selected

from India are: Vrinda -

Bhandari from National Law
School of India University,
Bangalore; Akul Dayal from
IIT Delhi; Nikita Kaushal
from University of Pune;
Amit Kumar from IIT
Roorkee and Sujit Thomas
from St Stephens College,
University of Delhi,

The Indian Ametican stu-
dents, who are among 32
selected from the US, include
three from  Stanford
University: Aysha N. Bagchi,
Anand R. Habib and Ishan
Nath. The other two are Mohit
Agrawal from Princeton
University and Nabeel N.

Gillani from Brown University. of several attributes including ambition is to contribute to a
Established by the will of high academic achievement, judicial system that provides
British philanthropist Sir personal integrity and lead- equal access and timely jus-
FIVE STUDENTS SELECTED FROM INDIA ARE: VRINDA BHANDARI FROM
NATIONAL LAW SCHOOL OF INDIA UNIVERSITY, BANGALORE; AKUL
DAYAL FROM HT DELHI; NIKITA KAUSHAL FROM UNIVERSITY OF PUNE;
AMIT KUMAR FROM IIT ROORKEE AND SUJIT THOMAS FROM ST
STEPHEN'S COLLEGE, UNIVERSITY OF DELHI. SOME OF THE PROMINENT
RHODES SCHOLARS FROM THE PAST INCLUDE LOUISIANA GUV BOBBY
JINDAL, FILMMAKER GIRISH KARNAD, INDIAN-AMERICAN SURGEON AND
AUTHOR ATUL GAWANDE AND AUTHOR SIDHARTHA MUKHERJEE
L e e
Cecil Rhodes back in 1902, ership potential. tice for all. Dayal proposes to

the programme selects Amongthe chosenIndian  undertake research in aero-
Rhodes scholars on the basis  students, Bhandari’s career thermal engineering at

Oxford. His long-term plan is
to contribute to developing
and designing aerospace
technologies.

Kaushal will focus on inte-
grated dendro-ecological
studies, pertaining to the evo-
lution, adaptation and extinc-
tion of civilizations. Kumar
sees his future as a research
chemist, while Thomas’s
ambition is to mentor,
research and develop facilities
and resources necessary for
students to study European
history in India.

The five Indian American
students were selected from a
pool of 210 candidates from 9%

different colleges who were *
interviewed. Elliot F Gerson of
the American Secretary of the V
Rhodes Trust said these schol- *
arships are “the oldest and !
best known award for interna- :
tional study, and arguably the ',
most famous academic award ‘
available to American college
graduates”. .
Some of the prominent
Rhodes scholars from the past
include Louisiana Governor .
Bobby Jindal, Indian filmmak-
er Girish Karnad, Indian
American surgeon and author
Atul Gawande and Pulitzer -
author
erjee.

Prize-winnin
Sidhartha M
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IBM announces new

branch in

STAFF REPORTER - .

rler N

today announced the opening
of a new branch office in the
city as part of the company’s
ongoing geographic expan-
stoh in the country.

The new office in Guwaha-
ti 1s one of IBM's 18 branch
offices across India.

;‘IBM 1s currently focused
OIf increasing its presence in
smaller, rapidly developing
Inflian cities as part of its plan
to;establish a presence in 40
InEhan cities by 2013. v

: ¥Guwahati is a gateway to
the North Eastern part of In-
d13 where we are experienc-
mg a strong demand from the

banking, manufacturing, dis-’

trrbutlon and government
se;:tors,” said Nipun Mehro-
trd, vice president, General
Bysiness and Geographic Ex-

Guwahati

pansion, IBM India/South

L A S R T LI A AR BT BETR NPV RPN
.1 f S!a. s ¥

GUWAHATI, Nov24~1BM

As a key part of its growth
strategy, IBM is investing in
the education system in these
regions with a number of part-
-nerships and academic initia-
tives, especially to support
the growth of open source
technologies. For example,
IBM is partnering with the
Indian Institute of Technolo-
gy (IIT) in Guwahati to foster
innovation and promote local
technology talent.

Through its partnership
with IIT-Guwahati, IBM has
~supported the institute with
a cornbination of teaching and
curriculum support and finan-
cial support. IBM has provid-
ed [IT-Guwahati with an IBM
Faculty Award and has also
sponsored candidates under
the institute’s ‘I Live to Lead
(1L2L) Programme.’ v
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